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CULTURE AND BIODIVERSITY

Biodiversity

The biodiversity has become more abundandy through the biological evol-
ion on the earth since about 35 billians, bat this lang history was a proc-
ess full of ups and dawns, The whale biodiversity on the earth has been
artacked by the carastrophes five times. Today the sixth severe carsstrophe
i the most important environmental issue for us, because it is cleardy bed by
humankind and their modern civilizarion, but nac by the narural process
“Ihe biodiversity consists of very complex relatianships as Follows communicy,
species, individusls and gene at the agro-ecorystem.
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We have practiced & project
“Plants and People Museum” at the
Ecomuseum fapan Viflage for learn-
ing conservation of biocultural di-
versity, In Kosuge-mura, Yamanashl
prefecture, where s located very
important forests for the drinking
water reservation of Tokyo Me-
tropolis. This project may propase
3 model for rural development with
the conservation of bioculiural
diversity. We promote the conser-
vation and revival of indigenous va-
rieties of millet and vegetables with
willagers. This concept Is support-
ed theoretically by our research on
the traditional knowledge system
of distinguished farmers in Japan
and Eurasia. They have vividly told
us thelr excellent experiences and
indigenous knowtedge.

Biocultural Diversity

Recently, a concept of bioculmural diversity is proosed, because the biodiver-
sity, which had involved with cultural evolurion, has been promored by the
hiswry related organism with humankind on farmland since the beginning
of agriculsure (10,000 BP). This concepe involves various tradirional culrural
matters from plant divessity (e.g. peneric variation) 1o techniques on the use,
cuhivatian, processing, cooking, agricultural funcrions and cable mannes, 25
& basic agriculrure camplex, “from secd o stomach,” including all organism
wikd and domesticated plants) elared with humankind.

Biocultural Diversity for Peaple
The conservation of plant biodiver-
sity conrains nor anly biological is
sues from ecosystem 1 gene, bur alsa
W culcucal issues. Moreover, we must
conserve the written and visual infor-
RG mation of biocultural diversity. while
wre do conserve the traditional knowledge of proud villagers who have lrved
a1 a farmiand and rural community for the Fundamentals of environmental
Iearning. Everybody needs ta learn the indigenous traditionsl knowledge of
bioculrural diversity. The rice paddy cultivation is so-called Japanese funda-
mentals. but the farmers had wsed wild plants and cultivared miller, whear,
barkey exc. ar upland fiekds in mouncain villages.
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